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1 Kenſington-Gore, Fune 1 5 1 784. 
SIR, _ 


* | I Have received your Letter of yeſterday's date. A pro- 
Jector labouring with enthuſiam for a courſe of years on a point of. 
great national importance wants few inducements in aid of his labors to 
command my beſt ſervices as a private man; as a publick officer I am 
bound by my duty to examine the caſe to the bottom. and do liheral 
Juſtice | | | 5 | 
Yet if any thing could ſtimulate me more in ſuch a cauſe, it is your 
modeſt pathetick Letter. It is not material to me who improved on the 


_ diſcovery of Columbus: they rather add merit than diminiſh the praiſe 


which is due to him. And ſo on of moſt of the other great publick bene- 
firs, where the. firſt mover is often left without bread, while ſome ſubſe- 
quent actor reaps the benefit. The water we drink every day from the 
New-River brings this reflection daily to my mind, and ſhould inftil it 


into all the Inhabitants of this Metropolis. 


Such being my diſpoſition of ſentiment, you may be aſſured I ſhall pro- 
ceed to the examination of your propoſition with no prejudices to with- 
hold what is due to your merit, and that I ſhall urge a ſpeedy deciſion. 


I am, with reſpect, 
S 1, 
Jour moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed z GEORGE JOHNSTONE. 
To Benjamin Lacam, Eſq; | 


EE =” 


Grofton- Street, April 30, 1785. 


* 


81. 


5 


1 Am much obliged to you for the Papers and Plans for eſta- 


 bliſhing a New Harbour in the Bay of Bengal, which I have peruſed with 


great Satisfaction. : 


The more I conſider the general ſtate of Public Affairs, at home and 


abroad, and the Advantages which the Nation will derive from a Harbour 


ſo well ſituated for docking and refitting the King's Ships, as well as thoſe 
of the Eaſt-India Company, the more I am convinced of the Utility of 


ſuch a Plan at this juncture; as by that means, the very ſerious difficul- 
ties experienced during the courſe of the laſt War, in affording early Pro- 


tection to the Company's Poſſeſſions on that ſide of the Peninſula, will ve © 


completely and happily removed: | 5 
The great Labour and Expence you have ſo long and zealoufly under- 
taken, Be the purpoſe of collecting every neceſſary information, which 
could tend to promote a Work of ſuch National Importance, does you in- 
finite honour; and gives you, in my opinion, the higheſt claim to parti- 
cular Encouragement and Support. 5 0 


| I am, with great regard, | 


1 


Tour moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, ; 


| (Signed) 5 ARCH. CAMPBELL, 


To Benjamin Lacam, Eſq; = :uku, 
ji . 2 F, b 2 9 : 


4 I Rz 
I Haye been favored with your Letter on the ſubje& of your 


U the National Policy and Public Utility of which, you are pleaſed t 
al. my opinion, as far as it ſhall tend to counteract the Operations of an 


Enemy's Fleet in the Indian Seas, in Times of War, and contribute to 


the Preſervation and Support of our own —  _. 


In my humble opinion, ſuch an Eſtabliſhment is a neceſſary one; and 


would be of great National Importance to the Preſervation of our Settle- 
ments, and the Protection of our Commerce in India. The Want of a 
properr efitting Station in the Bay, and the conſequent Abſence of our 


Fleet during the late War, was very ſeverely felt, and might have been 


attended with the moſt fatal conſequences  _ „ 
So much impreſſed do I feel with the Utility, and Importance of your 
Project, that had I remained in India, I ſhould certainly have thought 


that my duty required me to give you every aſſiſtance in my power, to- 
wards the accompliſhment of the undertaking. - 5 . "0 


j)) Oi OL 
| Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, ' ' - 


To Benjamin Lacam, Eſa; 


eta ku, BirkllysSquarey dpril 18, 1786. 


projected Eſtabliſhment of a Careening Harbour in the Bay, of Geng! al,. 
"0 ſed to 


(Signed) NACARTNET. 
%% „ 


Y ä 
% 1 


detaches itſelf from this river and communicates with the ſea. 


pProſecuted with vigour.” 


(37 Wes 
Extra# from the Count De Min ABTAU.—Page i.. 


cc FFUHE Europeans as a military power, or rather as aſſaſſins formed 
| into regiments, will be driven in a ſhort time from India, 
and I bleſs God for it. The Indians at laſt have found out that 


their tyrants are not invincible, and that they may experience in 
their turn, the humiliation of being obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion. 
But while we are expecting this happy event, ſo juſtly merited, and ſo 


neceſſary for the peace of Indoſtan, and even for that of Europe; an 
event which cupidity will retard as long as poſſible, but which it would 
be prudence to prepare for. The French marine force, joined to that of 
the Dutch, has, by means of the Bay of Trinquemale in the Iſland of 


Ceylon, moſt aſſuredly a deciſive ſuperiority in the Gulph of Bengal. 


ce The Engliſh fleet during the adverſe Monſoon is obliged to winter 


at Bombay on the oppoſite coaſt. We went formerly to the Iſle of France, 


whereas at preſent by remaining at Trinquemale, we ſhall winter in the 
Gulph itſelf; and as ſoon as the ſea is open, all the eſtabliſhments in this 
Gulph are at the mercy of our fleet, whoſe rivals cannot get there, till 


they have failed along all the weſtern coaſt of the Peninſula, and turned 
the Iſland of Ceylon. : „ 


ce To obviate this dreadful inconvenience, the Engliſh are attempting to 
form a Port of this nature, upon one of the arms of the Ganges. 
e This very important Fact is hitherto unknown by the publick, even 
in England,—the following are the particulars : The Ganges, or rather its 
moſt-weſtern branch, which' the Engliſh call the River Hoogly, the only 
river frequented by European ſhips, has two entrances for large veſſels, 
between the banks of ſand that collects at its mouth. Three leagues be- 
low the road of Culpi, a natural canal of ſeven or eight leagues in i 
e 
breadth of this canal is near a mile at its ſource, and two or three at its 
extremity, and is capable of receiving the largeſt ſhips. This extremity, 
where it diſembogues itſelf, is as eaſy, and much ſafer than the entrance 
of the Ganges itſelf, coming by the road of Balaſore; and its entrance to- 
wards: Culpi does not preſent any inconvenience. It is in a creek near 
this entrance that the new Port is ſituated, which the Engliſh intend to 


make the Portſmouth of India. The ſhipping: will harbour there in per- 


fect ſafety during the Monſoon, and may careen and refit with the greateſt .. © 
eafe. The works of this Port were begun ſeveral years fince by a private 
perſon, the proprietor of the ſpot, by virtue of a Charter obtained from 
the Governor General and Council of Bengal, afterwards annulled by the 
ſame authority; but at preſent it appears that the deſign is renewed, and 
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